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course of his remarks said: " They ask us to go it blind."
Judge Hale, of New York, with an innocent expression, said
he would like to have the gentleman from Pennsylvania
inform the House as to the meaning of the phrase " go it
blind." Stevens said at once: "It means following Ray-
mond." The pertinency of the hit was in the circumstance
that Raymond was supporting Johnson, and that Hale was
following Raymond, not from conviction but for the reason
that they had been classmates in college.

Robert S. Hale was a man of large ability and a success-
ful lawyer. During his term in Congress he was a prominent
candidate for a seat upon the bench of the Court of Appeals
for the State of New York. At a critical moment he ap-
peared in the House in the role of a reformer and pro-
ceeded to arraign members for their action in regard to the
measure known as the " salary grab." The debate showed
that Hale was involved in the business to such an extent
that he lost his standing in the House and imperiled his
chance of obtaining a seat upon the bench of the Court of
Appeals.

The bill for the increase of the salaries of public officers
was a proper bill, with the single exception that it should
have been prospective as to the members of Congress. It
added $2,500 to the annual salary of the Congressman or
$5,000 for a term. The temptation to give the benefit of the
increase to the members of the then existing House was
too strong for their judgment and virtue. When, however,
the indignation of the people was manifested, more than a
majority of the members of each House sought refuge in a
variety of subterfuges. Some neglected to collect the in-
crease, others who had received the added stun, returned it
to the Treasury upon a variety of pretexts. Some endowed
schools or libraries, and a minority received what the law
allowed them and upon an assertion of their right to receive